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Chemical Weapons: The Misunderstood Method

When most people think of chemical weapons, the first kinds of weapons that come to

mind are those of mass destruction and death. They think of weapons used in the World Wars,
such as mustard gas and sarin, to incapacitate and kill large numbers of soldiers with one swift
pass. With this type of background, chemical weapons automatically get the image of being an
immoral, unethical, brutal, and barbaric form of warfare that should never be utilized in any
sense. This doesn’t have to be the case. There are chemical weapons out there that are designed
to preserve life, rather than eradicate it. As Rob Edwards reports in his article “War Without
Tears,” the hunt is out for chemical weapons that can put people to sleep or disable their
machinery (2000, p. 4). Nasty, painful chemical weapons are not the only option when it comes
to the utilization of chemical warfare.

History of Use (Why People Are Scared)

When the utilization of chemical agents as weapons of war was first becoming popular as
a form of combat, the agents used were quite deadly and painful. Take, for example, mustard
gas. Mustard gas was widely used in the First World War to attack and wipe out large numbers
of troops fighting in the trenches. Don Charles and Rachel Nowak (1990) describe the deadly
effects of mustard gas in their article “The poisonous power of chemical warfare.” Mustard gas
causes the destruction of cell by “[damaging] the DNA within a cell” which then “[sets] off a
futile and self-destructive attempt by the cell to repair the damage with a variety of enzymes,
which cause the cell to rupture.” Due to this “self-destructive” process, mustard gas victims

rarely survive (1990, p. 22). Needless to say, this doesn’t create a positive outlook on chemical

weapons.
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Vitality of NASA, America’s Pride

Anticipation gripped the heart of the entire nation as Neil Armstrong landed on
the moon. This heroic event marked not only a new era in history, but also demonstrated
to the world America’s domination of the “final frontier.” Everyone who was alive at the
time can recite exactly where they were as they heard Armstrong’s poetic words, “One
small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” In the summer of 1997, the little rover
Sojourner trudged across the barren Martian landscape, mesmerizing America with its
fascinating pictures of a foreign world, another planet. For more than fifty years, ﬂ"lé
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) undeniably held a special spot
in America’s heart. Then, on February 1, 2003, came the Colombia catastrophe. With
the loss of life and billions of taxpayer dollars, the validity of the space program has
come under severe serutiny. Skeptics no longer see a need for NASA and wish to abolish
it. Nothing would be more devastating to the United States than to pursue this course of
action. NASA has been vital to the nation’s national security, along with providing
incredible technological advancements that have revolutionized the world. Americans
also want the space program because it provides entertainment and intrigues their minds.
With some changes adapting it to the twenty-first century, NASA’s justification in the
future can be found through an examination of its importance in the past.

NASA has previously been fundamental because the program greatly accelerates
technological achievements in America and the entire world. NASA has provided
priceless advancements to the home with insulation, smoke detectors, and solar panels.

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL) has also developed Teflon, water filters and cordless

appliances (e.g. drills and Dust busters), which are multi-billion dollar industries
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Humaneness of Cockfighting

The enthusiasm and exuberance of the crowd overwhelm the small, dark and
dusty arena. Two roosters, beautifully adorned in colorful feathers are brought to the
center of the floor. Armed with metal spurs, the two birds begin maliciously attacking
each other, furiously pecking and sending feathers flying wildly in the air. Their owners,
easily seen in a frenzy of camaraderie and competition, are completely engrossed in the
action of the fight. This dramatic description portrays a major controversial sport known
as cockfighting. Legal in only two states, Louisiana and New Mexico, cockfighting
causes great debate especially when it comes to animal right’s groups (US Newswire,
2002, p. 1). Although many people believe that cockfighting is a sport with great
symbolic significance, I intend to prove through my research that cockfighting is a
malicious blood sport that is illegal in many areas for a reason. In fact, there are two
major reasons why cockfighting should be against the law. First, cockfighting is a
gruesome and barbaric sport centered on harming and killing animals. And second, that
many individuals contend that cockfighting promotes gambling and other illegal
activities.

History of Cockfighting

The sport of cockfighting has long been opposed by animal rights groups and
even clergy. Its popularity is dated back to ancient Greece, Rome, and Persia. Among
the ancient Romans, the pit or arena where the gamecocks fought were regarded as very
sacred places and the chicken itself was regarded as a divine creature (“Cockfighting”,
2002). Even today, many individuals affiliated with cockfighting feel that cocks are

emblems of bravery and still believe that it is a very symbolic creature.





image4.jpg
Voter Turnout 2

“The right to vote is arguably one of the most important rights of citizenship in a
democratic country, yet a substantial number of U.S. citizens choose not to exercise this right”
(U.S. Census, 2002, paragraph 1). Among all of the Western industrial nations, the United States
is the second lowest in its voter turnout (Lipset, 1996, p.34). In 1964 69.3% of citizens voted,
and in 2000, only 54.7% of citizens voted (U.S. Census, 2002, p. 12). Voter turnout is at the
lowest it has ever been. Why has turnout dropped so low? While critics may argue that the
reason for low voter turnout is the difficult voter registration process, research indicates that the
problem is with the citizens themselves: voters are apathetic, dissatisfied, and lacking national
pride.

Counter Arguments

Many critics argue that voter registration is too complicated (Teixeria, 1988, p.29). There
is great confusion with deadlines and residency requirements (Piven, 1988, pp. 209-210).
However, fifty percent of the population is able to figure out the system. Why can’t the other
half figure it out? The problem isn’t with the system; people are just lazy. If people take the
initiative to register and vote, there isn’t a problem (Lipset, 1996, p. 35). If people would read
the fine print for deadlines and requirements, they would understand the system. Citizens would
do what was necessary to vote if they truly cared about voting. Unfortunately, they do not. Most
citizens don’t even make an effort.

Even though critics say that voter registration is intricate, it has been made easier over
time. In the early 1960’s, Pres. John F. Kennedy was troubled that Americans weren’t voting, so
he created a commission that would investigate why voter turnout was so low. The commission
came to the conclusion that the citizens faced greater voting obstacles than other countries, and it

was decided that reforms were needed (Lipset, 1996, p.35). Since then, reforms have been made
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Bob Marley was the first superstar from the third world. He introduced the style
of reggae to many new places and many of his songs were big hits. Marley’s image and
music are still popular today. Unfortunately, punks and potheads are those who most
often promote him. Bob Marley is viewed as a hero in Jamaica and has received many
honors. He was such an important figure that his songs are analyzed and his old home
has become a type of shrine. Bob Marley has had a large influence on society, not only
in Jamaica, but also all over the world. Unfortunately too many people do not realize the
good that Marley has accomplished. Some people see Marley as merely a pot-smoking
musician; however, Marley had an impact on politics, the unification of a race, and how
people view the Rastafarian religion.

Bob Marley was born in Nine Miles, Jamaica to a poor mother whose husband
left her. He later moved to Kingston where he became acquainted with the warring
ghettos and Rastafarian religion. Jamaica was facing many problems at this time. Some
of these problems included political tribalism, states of emergency, and the immense
power given to the police and judiciary. This all led to wars between people in the
ghetto, and the police. As White says, Marley came from this tough situation and

“enjoyed a reputation as the Tuff Gong, a scrappy street fighter”(White, para.7). This
portrayal of Marley as a street-fighting troublemaker fails to recognize what Marley
really was. Marley had a social conscience and did something about it. He noticed that
the conditions in Jamaica, which included curfews, roadblocks and searches, the denial of
certain human and civil rights (Edwards, 1998, p. 30). The situation in Jamaica took
away people’s basic freedoms, was demoralizing and led to further problems such as a

militarized ghetto. Through his reggae music Marley tries to give hope that these





