Background Research Assignment

A Thousand Splendid Suns
The Novel – A Thousand Splendid Suns. 
For this book, understanding the context of the story—both the place and the timeline—will be extremely beneficial. We are going to help each other learn about Afghanistan and its 20th-century history.
The Assignment
In a group, you will research a topic related to A Thousand Splendid Suns. You will search through both print and electronic sources to gather information about your assigned topic. 

After researching, your group will create a handout about your topic that will be copied for everyone in the class.  You will also prepare a 5-minute mini-lesson that your group will share with the class.  
Your group will have two days to work in the library on the project. Each group will present their information on Tuesday, October 14. We will have just a few minutes of preparation time in class on that day for your groups to finalize last-minute details and planning.
If at all possible, do not be absent during the next two days of class, as it will hurt your group and it will be hard to make up this assignment.

Handout Design

Make the handout for your group’s topic NEAT and CAREFUL.  You can design it how you would like, but there are certain requirements for some of the information.  

· In the top right-hand corner, include all group member names and class period.

· In the top center, type your group’s topic.
· Include enough information (main ideas and examples or details) that will help us all to have a good basic understanding of your topic.

· Include a picture or graphic that emphasizes your topic.
· At the bottom of the page or on the back of the page, include a list of the top 2-3 sources that you used. Write the list in correct MLA format. I suggest using a citation tools such as easybib.com to help you create your list of sources.
See the back of this sheet for an example of the handout.
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The story is set in the country of Afghanistan. It is a powerful work of literature. 
The San Francisco Chronicle wrote about the book, “[the] bewitching narrative captures the intimate details of life in a world where it’s a struggle to survive, skillfully inserting this human story into the larger backdrop of recent history.” 
   
The New York Times wrote, “[it] is an ambitious work.…The setting is Afghanistan, [and the author] has taken the last thirty-three years of that country’s tumultuous history and war and oppression and told it on an intimate scale, through the lives of two women.” 
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