Discourse Analysis
Assignment

For our next checkpoint, you will analyze the existing discourse on your chosen problem. You have already gathered sources representing a range of information and viewpoints about the problem. Now use these sources to analyze the current conversation about this problem.
1. The Problem: What is the problem? How big is the problem? What information exists proving this is a problem that needs solving?

2. Points of Disagreement: What disagreements do people have about the problem and/or how to solve it? Are the disagreements about facts, definitions, causes, values, or policies?

3. Potential Solutions: What solutions have already been proposed? Have they been tried? If so, how well have they worked? If not, why not?
4. Key Players: Who is concerned with this problem? Who is affected by it? Who has the power to change it?
For each of these categories, create an analysis/reference page that organizes the information you have gathered. Begin with a concise summary (1-2 paragraphs) answering the questions. Then collect supporting evidence from your sources; this could be quotations, summaries, or paraphrases taken from the sources. 
You decide how to best arrange and present the evidence. It’s okay to be messy. Research is often messy. The main thing is to be productive.
Your goal is twofold: 1) Show me that you have thoroughly investigated the problem; and 2) gather and organize information to help you later as you assemble your final project.
Grading Criteria
This analysis will be graded on the following criteria:

1. Is the analysis insightful about the problem?

2. Does the analysis accurately reflect the breadth and complexity of the discourse?

3. Does the analysis give balanced treatment to all sides of the discourse?
4. Is the analysis useful for determining potential audiences for a paper and for identifying the concerns that such audiences might have?
5. Is the analysis supported by a useful repository of thoughtfully-harvested source material?
