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	Officer report
I walked into the scene in Mrs. Volupides’ living room shortly after one in the morning and took in the sight of a shocked woman standing over her lifeless husband who was lying at the foot of the staircase. According to Mrs. Volupides, her husband had fallen down a flight of stairs while coming down for another drink.
I asked Mrs. Volupides to please explain her story. She told me that she had gotten into a bit of a quarrel with her husband, Mr. Volupides, and went to the country club, where there was a party going on. After settling down and having a few drinks with her friends at the country club, she decided that she would invite them over for one last drink. 
Mrs. Volupides had arrived ten minutes before her guests, and it was during this time at home that she discovered Mr. Volupides lying supine at the foot of the stairs. When her friends arrived, Mrs. Volupides exclaimed to them what happened.
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While Diego is clearly a highly proficient writer, Hillocks had
success with ELs with slightly lower levels of English proficiency, as
in the following example, which, while less articulate and
sophisticated, still indicates a high level of reasoning:

‘The last reason I believe she is lying is because the things on the wall are
straight. They seem liked they hadn’t been disturb. If someone falls down the
stairs, they will try to hold on to anything. Especially if you see things in the
wall you will ry to brake your fall. (p. 30)

Harrington remarked, “I thought that the Toulmin model might be too
sophisticated for my students to grasp. But Hillocks’ Slip or Trip?
lesson helped me make the idea of basing one’s claims on evidence
and backing up that evidence with warrants clear to them. And being
crime scene investigators kept them thoroughly engaged. I have seen
them use expressions like ‘as a rule’ and ‘one could argue that’ in
other argument papers.”

Figure 5.6. CSI Report

Iwalked into the scene in Mrs. Volupides’ living room shortly after one in the
morning and took in the sight of a shocked woman standing over her lifeless husband
who was lying at the foot of the stair case. According to the witness, Mrs. Volupides,
her husband had fallen down a flight of stairs while coming down for another drink.
After hearing this statement I stepped up to examine Mr. Volupides” body.

As I approached his body the first thing I noticed was the he was supine at the foot
of the stairs, rather than prone. I thought this to be quite unusual, for when someone
falls down a fleet of stairs they usually land prone. One could argue that a person could
slip backwards and fall down facing upwards, however, but their head would end up
on or facing the stairs and his feet on the steps. Not only did Mr. Volupides land in an
unusual position, his hair and clothes were also still neat and in good condition.
Generally if you fall your clothes would be untidy and ruffled, rather than staying neat.
Another sight that I noticed was that the glass was still in Mr. Volupides’ hand. Mr.
Volupides would have dropped it as he fell or let go of it to reach for support. Even if
he did keep it safe in his hand for a reason such as not wanting it to shatter ali over the
stairs, as a rule the impact of the fall on his body would have made him drop the glass.
Itis to my surprise that Mr. Volupides did not let go of the glass to grab onto the
railing before his tumble.... From this evidence, Mrs. Volupides’ statement i starting
to seem inaccurate, because there is no sign of disturbance. This evidence supports the
fact that Mr. Volupides did not take a timble down the stars. Finally, afer examining
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stairs, as a rule the Impact of the fall on fis body Would have made hum Grop the glass.
Itis to my surprise that Mr. Volupides did not let go of the glass to grab onto the
railing before his tumble.... From this evidence, Mrs. Volupides’ statement i starting
to seem inaccurate, because there is no sign of disturbance. This evidence supports the
fact that Mr. Volupides did not take a tumble down the stairs. Finally, after examining
all this evidence, I move on to ponder on the witness’s statement.

First I asked Mrs. Volupides to please explain her story. She told me that she had

gotten into a bit of a quarrel with her husband, Mr. Volupides, and went to the country
club, where there was a party going on. After settling down and having a few drinks
with her friends at the country club she decided that she would invite them over for
one last drink. Mrs. Volupides had arrived ten minutes before her guests, and it was
during this time at home when she discovered Mr. Volupides lying supine at the foot
of the stairs. When her friends arrived Mrs. Volupides exclaimed to them what
happened. There are certain details in her story that bring on suspicion. If Mrs.
Volupides had found her husband lying at the foot of the stairs before her friends
arrived, she should have contacted help immediately instead of waiting for her friends
to arrive. Generally if one were to discover a sight such as this then they would
immediately contact help rather than wait.

Finally after thoroughly examining all this evidence and the witness’s statement, I
have come to conclude that Mrs. Volupides is not telling the truth.... It is best to now
take Mrs. Volupides into further questioning and further examine the crime scene for
samples of DNA evidence.

Source: Diego Ramirez, 2014. Reprinted with permission.

SCAFFOLDING INSTRUCTION TO TEACH ARGUMENT:
THE SUPERHERO UNIT

Heather Wolpert-Gawron, full-time middle school teacher and author
of Writing Behind Every Door: Teaching Common Core Writing
Across the Content Areas (2014), wanted to start off the school year in
her 8th-grade English language arts classroom with a bang. She
created an iMovie, Superman (Main Title Sequence), showing
photographs and animated images set to music by John Williams. At
the enLd of :.‘his visual display and rousing score, the iMovie concludes
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